14 Directors on Documentary Filmmaking:
Professional Media Practice

Documentary filmmaking is an art form that captures and presents real-life
stories in a compelling and thought-provoking way. It has the power to
inform, educate, inspire, and even change the world. But how do
filmmakers create these powerful documentaries? What are the
techniques, the challenges, and the ethical considerations involved?

To gain insights into the world of documentary filmmaking, we spoke to 14
renowned directors who shared their valuable experiences and advice.
These filmmakers have created some of the most acclaimed
documentaries in recent history, and their insights offer a comprehensive
guide to the professional practice of documentary filmmaking.
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Part 1: Pre-Production

1. Research and Development
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Errol Morris: "Research is the foundation of any good documentary. You
need to know your subject inside and out, even more than you need to
know your camera. The more you know, the more you can bring to the
film."

Ken Burns: "The pre-production phase is where you do your homework.
It's where you learn about the people, the events, and the issues you're
going to be dealing with. The more you learn, the better prepared you'll be
when you start shooting."

2. Storytelling

Michael Moore: "Documentary filmmaking is about telling stories. It's about
finding the emotional truth in a story and sharing it with the audience. The
best documentaries have a clear narrative arc and a strong emotional
core."

Agneés Varda: "Documentaries are not just about presenting facts. They're
about telling stories that resonate with people. It's about finding the human
dimension in every story."

3. Ethics

Ross McElwee: "Ethics are paramount in documentary filmmaking. You
have a responsibility to your subjects, to the audience, and to yourself.
Always be honest, transparent, and respectful."

Joshua Oppenheimer: "Documentary flmmaking is not a neutral act. It
has the potential to harm or benefit the people you're filming. Be aware of
the power you have and use it responsibly."



Part 2: Production

4. Camera Techniques

Albert Maysles: "The camera is a tool that should be used to serve the
story. Don't get caught up in fancy shots or techniques. Focus on capturing
the emotion and the truth."

Nanook Leopold: "Don't be afraid to get close to your subjects. The more
intimate the footage, the more powerful the film will be."

5. Sound Recording

David Grubin: "Sound is half the story. It can create atmosphere, build
tension, and reveal character. Pay just as much attention to the sound as
you do to the visuals."

Les Blank: "Don't underestimate the power of voiceover. It can be a very
effective way to convey information, tell a story, or add commentary."

6. Editing

Sally Potter: "Editing is the final act of storytelling. It's where you shape
the film, create the rhythm, and bring it all together."

Claire Denis: "Editing is an essential part of the filmmaking process. It's
where you find the structure and the emotional core of the film."

Part 3: Post-Production

7. Distribution

Frederick Wiseman: "Distribution is just as important as production. If
people can't see your film, it doesn't matter how good it is."



Amy Berg: "There are many different ways to distribute documentaries
these days. Explore all your options and find the best way to get your film
to the audience you want."

8. Funding

Werner Herzog: "Funding is always a challenge for documentary
filmmakers. But there are many different sources of funding available. Be
creative and persistent in your search."

Liz Garbus: "Don't be afraid to ask for help. There are many organizations
and individuals who are willing to support documentary filmmaking."

Documentary filmmaking is a challenging but rewarding endeavor. It
requires passion, dedication, and a commitment to telling stories that
matter. By following the advice of these renowned filmmakers, you can
increase your chances of success in this competitive field.

Remember, documentary filmmaking is an art form. There are no hard and
fast rules. The best way to learn is to experiment, to take risks, and to find
your own voice. With passion, perseverance, and a commitment to
excellence, you can create documentaries that will inform, inspire, and
change the world.

Additional Resources

= The International Documentary Association (IDA)
= POV (American Documentary)
= Hot Docs Canadian International Documentary Festival

= Sundance Film Festival



= Tristar Pictures
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