
Behind the Mountains: A Literary Odyssey
into the Heart of Ancient Guatemala
Oliver La Farge's "Behind the Mountains" is a captivating literary
masterpiece that transports readers to the enigmatic highlands of ancient
Guatemala. Through the eyes of Esteban de Peralta, a Spanish
conquistador, we embark on a thrilling adventure that unveils the secrets
and complexities of a forgotten civilization.

A Journey Through Time and Culture

The novel unfolds in the early 16th century, a time of great upheaval and
exploration. Esteban, a young and ambitious conquistador, joins a Spanish
expedition into the mountainous region of what is now Guatemala. As they
venture deeper into the uncharted territory, they encounter a land steeped
in ancient history and a culture vastly different from their own.
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Esteban's initial encounters with the indigenous Maya people are marked
by curiosity and misunderstanding. He struggles to grasp their complex
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cosmology, their traditions, and their relationship with the land. However, as
he spends more time among them, he gradually begins to appreciate their
wisdom and resilience.

The Enigmatic Princess

A pivotal figure in the novel is the Mayan princess Ixta, a woman of
extraordinary intelligence and beauty. Esteban is immediately captivated by
her presence and her ability to bridge the cultural divide. Through Ixta, he
gains access to the inner workings of Mayan society and begins to develop
a deep respect for their culture.

Ixta's presence also challenges Esteban's preconceived notions about the
inferiority of non-European civilizations. Through her, he comes to
recognize the strength, dignity, and resilience of the Maya people.

A Tale of Conquest and Cultural Exchange

"Behind the Mountains" is not merely a story of conquest and colonization.
It is a nuanced exploration of the complex interactions between two vastly
different cultures. La Farge portrays the Spanish conquistadors with neither
excessive glorification nor condemnation. He acknowledges their
ruthlessness and greed, but also their courage and determination.

On the other hand, La Farge portrays the Maya society with great
sympathy and respect. He depicts their sophisticated civilization, their rich
cultural traditions, and their unwavering resistance to foreign invasion.

The Power of Language and Storytelling

La Farge's writing in "Behind the Mountains" is both lyrical and evocative.
He masterfully combines historical accuracy with vivid imagination, creating



a rich and immersive narrative. The novel is filled with breathtaking
descriptions of the Guatemalan landscape, the vibrant Mayan culture, and
the struggles and triumphs of its characters.

Moreover, La Farge's use of language highlights the cultural divide
between the Spanish and the Maya. Esteban's limited vocabulary and his
struggle to comprehend Mayan concepts are a constant reminder of the
barriers that separated these two cultures.

The Enduring Legacy of Oliver La Farge

Oliver La Farge's "Behind the Mountains" continues to captivate readers
today, nearly a century after its initial publication. It remains a powerful
testament to the resilience of indigenous cultures and the importance of
understanding and appreciating our shared humanity.

La Farge's novel has also had a significant impact on scholarship and
popular culture. It is considered a seminal work in the field of Latin
American literature and has inspired generations of writers to explore the
complexities of cross-cultural encounters.

"Behind the Mountains" is a literary masterpiece that transports readers to
a forgotten world, a world of ancient civilizations, daring conquistadors, and
enigmatic princesses. Through its vivid storytelling, nuanced portrayal of
characters, and exploration of cultural exchange, La Farge's novel
continues to captivate and inspire readers today. It is a timeless work that
invites us to reflect on the intersections of history, culture, and the human
experience.
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Emergence First Colony: a Ken Lozito
Masterpiece
Nestled amidst the pristine coastal landscapes of Boynton Beach,
Florida, Emergence First Colony stands as a testament to the visionary...

Afterlight: In Search of Poetry, History, and
Home
Prologue: The Call of the Open Road In the heart of every traveler lies a
longing for something more&mdash;a...
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