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Commander Henry (Harry) Gallant was born on December 16, 1918, in
New Glasgow, Nova Scotia. He was of Mi'kmaq descent and was the son
of a fisherman. Gallant's early life was marked by poverty and
discrimination. Undeterred, he joined the Canadian military in 1940, eager
to serve his country and prove himself.
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Gallant quickly distinguished himself as a skilled and courageous soldier.
He was part of the First Special Service Force, an elite joint Canadian-
American unit that fought in Europe during World War II.
D-Day and Juno Beach

Gallant led his men ashore at Juno Beach on D-Day.

Gallant's most famous act of heroism occurred on D-Day, June 6, 1944. As
part of the Canadian contingent, he led his men ashore at Juno Beach in
Normandy, France. Despite facing intense enemy fire, Gallant and his
troops fought bravely, securing a foothold on the beach and helping to pave
the way for the Allied victory.
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For his actions on D-Day, Gallant was awarded the Distinguished Service
Order (DSO),one of the highest military honors in the British
Commonwealth. He was also promoted to the rank of Major.
Post-War Career and Advocacy

After the war, Gallant returned to Canada and continued to serve in the
military. He was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel and became
involved in training new recruits. However, Gallant remained haunted by
the discrimination he had witnessed and experienced during the war.

In the post-war years, Gallant became an outspoken advocate for
indigenous rights and social justice. He was a founding member of the
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Indian Homemakers Association and the Indian Rights Association of
Canada. He also served as a commissioner on the Royal Commission on
Aboriginal Peoples.
Legacy and Impact

Gallant's legacy continues to inspire generations.

Henry Gallant passed away in 2004 at the age of 85. He left behind a
legacy of bravery, sacrifice, and unwavering commitment to justice. His life
and achievements have been celebrated in books, articles, and
documentaries.

Gallant's legacy continues to inspire generations of Canadians. He is a
reminder of the courage and determination that can be found within us all,
and the profound impact that individuals can have on the world.
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