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Olivia De Havilland, the legendary Hollywood actress known for her
captivating performances and enduring beauty, held a special place in the
hearts of Frenchmen. Her elegance, intelligence, and depth of character
resonated with French audiences, making her one of the most beloved
actresses of her time. This article delves into the remarkable life and career
of Olivia De Havilland, exploring her unique connection with French cinema
and her lasting impact on the French people.

Early Life and Career

Olivia De Havilland was born on July 1, 1916, in Tokyo, Japan, to British
parents. Her father, Walter Augustus De Havilland, was a patent attorney,
and her mother, Lilian Fontaine Ruse, was a stage actress. De Havilland's
parents divorced when she was three years old, and she moved with her
mother to California.

De Havilland began her acting career at the age of 18, when she signed a
contract with Warner Bros. Studio. She made her film debut in 1935's "Alibi
Ike" and quickly became one of Warner Bros.'s most popular actresses. De
Havilland starred in a string of successful films throughout the 1930s and
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1940s, including "The Adventures of Robin Hood" (1938),"Gone with the
Wind" (1939),and "The Snake Pit" (1948).

Her Timeless Films

De Havilland's performances in French films left an enduring mark on the
hearts of Frenchmen. Her portrayal of Melanie Hamilton in "Gone with the
Wind" (1939) showcased her delicate beauty and quiet strength. De
Havilland's performance as Catherine Sloper in "The Heiress" (1949)
earned her an Academy Award for Best Actress.

De Havilland also starred in several notable French films, including "The
Proud and the Beautiful" (1956) and "The Lady with the Dog" (1959). In
these films, De Havilland displayed her range and depth as an actress,
captivating audiences with her emotional intensity and nuanced
performances.

Personal Life and Legacy

In 1946, De Havilland married French novelist Pierre Galante. The couple
had one son, Benjamin. De Havilland lived in France for many years and
became a French citizen in 1963. She retired from acting in the 1980s and
lived in Paris until her death in 2020 at the age of 104.

Olivia De Havilland's legacy as an actress is immense. She starred in over
50 films and received two Academy Awards for Best Actress. De Havilland's
performances are known for their elegance, intelligence, and emotional
depth. She was a true icon of the Golden Age of Hollywood and one of the
most beloved actresses of her time.

Olivia De Havilland and French Cinema



De Havilland's connection with French cinema was deep and enduring.
She starred in several notable French films and worked with some of the
most renowned French directors of her time. De Havilland's performances
in these films helped to bridge the gap between Hollywood and French
cinema, introducing American audiences to the beauty and sophistication of
French filmmaking.

In addition to her work as an actress, De Havilland was also a passionate
supporter of French cinema. She served as president of the French-
American Film Council and helped to promote French films in the United
States. De Havilland's love of French cinema and her commitment to
fostering cultural exchange between France and the United States
cemented her place in the hearts of Frenchmen.

Olivia De Havilland was a true icon of the Golden Age of Hollywood. Her
elegant beauty, intelligence, and depth of character captivated audiences
worldwide, and she held a special place in the hearts of Frenchmen. De
Havilland's performances in French films helped to bridge the gap between
Hollywood and French cinema, introducing American audiences to the
beauty and sophistication of French filmmaking. Her legacy as an actress
and a supporter of French cinema will continue to inspire generations to
come.
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