
Everything You Need to Know About Painting
with Acrylics: A Comprehensive Guide for
Beginners
Welcome to the wonderful world of acrylic painting! Whether you're a
complete beginner or looking to enhance your skills, this article will provide
you with everything you need to know to create stunning artwork with
acrylics.
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Acrylic paints are a versatile and user-friendly medium that offer a wide
range of possibilities for artists of all levels. They are water-based, so they
are easy to clean up, and they dry quickly, allowing you to work efficiently.

Types of Acrylic Paints

There are two main types of acrylic paints: heavy body and fluid body.
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Heavy body acrylics are thicker and have a higher viscosity, making
them ideal for creating thick, textured strokes and impasto effects.
They are also less likely to run or drip, making them a good choice for
beginners.

Fluid body acrylics are thinner and more liquid, making them perfect
for creating smooth, even strokes and washes. They are also more
transparent, so they can be used to create subtle glazes and effects.

Essential Tools for Acrylic Painting

In addition to paint, you will need a few essential tools to get started with
acrylic painting:

Paintbrushes: A variety of paintbrushes in different sizes and shapes
will allow you to create a range of effects. Natural hair brushes are
generally better for acrylics, as they hold more paint and produce
smoother strokes.

Palette: A palette is used to mix and store your paints. A plastic or
glass palette is a good choice for acrylics, as they are easy to clean.

Water cup: A water cup is used to clean your brushes and rinse your
palette. Keep it filled with clean water at all times.

Canvas or paper: Acrylics can be painted on a variety of surfaces,
including canvas, paper, wood, and even glass. Choose a surface that
is suitable for the size and style of your painting.

Basic Techniques for Painting with Acrylics

Acrylics offer a wide range of techniques to create different effects.



Impasto

Impasto is a technique where thick layers of paint are applied to the
canvas, creating a textured surface. To create impasto, use a heavy body
acrylic paint and apply it with a palette knife or stiff brush.

Glazing

Glazing is a technique where thin layers of transparent paint are applied
over each other. This creates a luminous, layered effect. To create a glaze,
use a fluid body acrylic paint and apply it thinly with a soft brush.

Drybrush

Drybrush is a technique where a small amount of paint is applied to a dry
brush and then lightly brushed over the canvas. This creates a subtle,
textured effect. To drybrush, use a heavy body acrylic paint and apply it
with a stiff, dry brush.

Tips for Painting with Acrylics

Here are a few tips to help you get started with acrylic painting:

Start with a small canvas or paper: This will make it easier to
practice and experiment with different techniques.

Use a variety of brushes: Different brushes will create different
effects, so experiment with different sizes and shapes to find the ones
that work best for you.

Mix your paints on a palette: This will allow you to control the
consistency and color of your paint.



Don't be afraid to experiment: Acrylics are a forgiving medium, so
don't be afraid to try different things and see what happens.

Have fun: Acrylic painting is a great way to relax and express your
creativity.

Acrylic painting is a versatile and rewarding medium that can be enjoyed by
artists of all levels. With a little practice and experimentation, you can
create beautiful and unique artwork with acrylics. So grab your paints and
brushes, and get started today!
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