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The Kamikaze Diaries are a collection of writings, letters, and journals
penned by Japanese student soldiers who participated in the infamous
Kamikaze attacks during World War II. These diaries offer a unique and
deeply personal glimpse into the experiences, emotions, and reflections of
these young men who willingly sacrificed their lives in the name of their
country.

Prelude to the Kamikaze Attacks

As the Pacific War intensified and the Allies gained momentum, the
Japanese military faced increasing desperation. In October 1944, Vice
Admiral Onishi Takijirō proposed the use of suicide attacks by aircraft as a
means to inflict maximum damage on the enemy.
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The Kamikaze (meaning "Divine Wind") attacks were conceived as a last-
ditch effort to turn the tide of the war. They involved young pilots, often
university students or recent graduates, crashing their explosive-laden
aircraft into enemy ships.

The Student Soldiers

The majority of Kamikaze pilots were recruited from Japan's elite
universities and schools. These young men were highly educated and
indoctrinated with the values of Japanese military culture and emperor
worship.

The Bushido code, which emphasized loyalty, honor, and self-sacrifice,
played a significant role in shaping their mindset. They believed that dying
for their country was the ultimate act of patriotism and devotion to the
emperor.

The Diaries

The Kamikaze Diaries provide a firsthand account of the student soldiers'
thoughts and feelings as they prepared for and carried out their missions.
They reveal a complex mix of emotions, ranging from fear and anxiety to
resignation and acceptance.

Many of the diaries contain poignant expressions of love and longing for
family and friends. They also reflect the deep sense of duty and obligation
that the young men felt towards their country.

Mission Preparations

The Kamikaze pilots underwent rigorous training before their missions.
They practiced flying their planes, studied enemy ship silhouettes, and



conducted live bombing exercises. They were also subjected to
psychological conditioning, which reinforced their belief in the
righteousness of their cause.

As the day of their missions approached, the pilots wrote farewell letters to
their loved ones. These letters often expressed their gratitude for the
upbringing they had received and their determination to die with honor.

The Attacks

The Kamikaze pilots flew their aircraft with unwavering determination
towards their targets. They employed various tactics, such as diving
vertically onto enemy ships or crashing into their decks. Their attacks
caused immense damage to the Allied fleet, but they also resulted in
devastating losses for the Japanese.

Aftermath and Legacy

The Kamikaze attacks were a controversial and tragic chapter in World War
II. They demonstrated the extreme lengths to which some individuals are
willing to go for their beliefs, but they also raised profound questions about
the nature of war and the value of human life.

The Kamikaze Diaries continue to serve as a reminder of the human toll of
war. They offer a poignant glimpse into the minds of young men who were
torn between their love for their country and the realization of their own
mortality.

The Kamikaze Diaries are a valuable historical record that provides insights
into the motivations, experiences, and legacies of the Japanese student
soldiers who participated in the Kamikaze attacks. They offer a sobering



reflection on the human cost of war and the importance of finding peaceful
means to resolve conflicts.
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