
Pocahontas: And the Powhatan Dilemma - The
American Portraits
Pocahontas, the daughter of Powhatan, Chief of the Powhatan
Confederacy, is one of the most well-known Native American figures in
history. Her story has been told and retold for centuries, often in a way that
romanticizes her life and ignores the complex challenges she faced.

Pocahontas was born around 1596 in Werowocomoco, the capital of the
Powhatan Confederacy. She was the daughter of Powhatan, a powerful
chief who ruled over a vast territory that stretched from the Chesapeake
Bay to the Atlantic Ocean.
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As a child, Pocahontas was known for her intelligence and curiosity. She
was also a skilled diplomat, and she often served as an intermediary
between her father and the English colonists who were arriving in Virginia.
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In 1607, Pocahontas met John Smith, an English explorer who had been
captured by the Powhatans. Smith claimed that Pocahontas saved his life
by placing her head on his to prevent her father from executing him.
However, there is no evidence to support this claim, and it is likely that
Smith exaggerated the story to make himself look more heroic.

Regardless of the truth of the story, Pocahontas and Smith developed a
close relationship. Pocahontas taught Smith about the Powhatan culture,
and Smith taught Pocahontas about the English language and customs.

In 1613, Pocahontas was captured by the English and taken to Jamestown,
the capital of the Virginia Colony. She was held captive for several months,
during which time she was converted to Christianity and given the name
Rebecca.

In 1614, Pocahontas was married to John Rolfe, an English planter. The
marriage was a political alliance, and it helped to improve relations
between the English and the Powhatans.

Pocahontas and Rolfe had one child, a son named Thomas. In 1616,
Pocahontas and her family traveled to England, where she was presented
to King James I.

Pocahontas died in England in 1617, at the age of 22. Her death was a
great loss to both the English and the Powhatans, and she is still
remembered today as a symbol of peace and reconciliation.

The Powhatan Dilemma



Pocahontas's life is a reminder of the complex challenges faced by Native
Americans during the colonial period. The Powhatans were a powerful and
sophisticated people, but they were no match for the overwhelming military
power of the English.

The Powhatans were forced to make difficult choices in order to survive.
They could either fight the English and risk being wiped out, or they could
cooperate with the English and hope to preserve their way of life.

Pocahontas's father, Powhatan, chose to cooperate with the English. He
allowed English settlers to establish a colony in Jamestown, and he
provided them with food and supplies. However, Powhatan also knew that
the English were a threat to his people, and he secretly planned to drive
them out of Virginia.

Pocahontas was caught in the middle of this conflict. She loved her father
and her people, but she also saw the benefits of cooperation with the
English. She tried to bridge the gap between the two cultures, but her
efforts were ultimately unsuccessful.

The Powhatan Confederacy was eventually defeated by the English, and
the Powhatan people were forced to give up their land and their way of life.
Pocahontas's story is a tragic reminder of the devastating impact of
European colonization on Native American peoples.

The American Portraits Gallery

The American Portraits Gallery is a collection of portraits of famous
Americans. The gallery includes a portrait of Pocahontas by the artist John
Smith.



Smith's portrait of Pocahontas is a idealized image of the young woman.
She is shown wearing a deerskin dress and a feathered headdress. She is
holding a peace pipe in her hand, and she is surrounded by a group of
Powhatan warriors.

Smith's portrait of Pocahontas is a powerful reminder of the complex and
tragic history of Native Americans in the United States. The portrait is a
beautiful work of art, but it also tells a story of loss and betrayal.
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Emergence First Colony: a Ken Lozito
Masterpiece
Nestled amidst the pristine coastal landscapes of Boynton Beach,
Florida, Emergence First Colony stands as a testament to the visionary...
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Afterlight: In Search of Poetry, History, and
Home
Prologue: The Call of the Open Road In the heart of every traveler lies a
longing for something more&mdash;a...
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