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John Berger, the renowned British art critic and novelist, dedicated a
significant portion of his work to the creation of portraits. Berger's portraits
are not merely representations of individuals; they are profound
explorations of the human condition. Through his sensitive and perceptive
lens, Berger captures the essence of his subjects, revealing the
complexities and vulnerabilities of human existence. This article examines
the significance of Berger's portraits, exploring his unique approach to
capturing the human spirit.

Berger's Approach to Portraiture

Berger's approach to portraiture is unique in that he sees the act of creating
a portrait as a deeply personal and intimate experience. He believes that a
portrait should not merely capture a likeness but should also convey the
inner life and emotions of the subject. Berger's portraits are often
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characterized by their simplicity and directness, allowing the subject's
humanity to shine through.

In his essay "Why Look at Animals?," Berger writes, "The relation between
what we see and what we know is never settled." This belief is reflected in
his portraits, which invite viewers to engage with the subjects on a deeper
level. Berger encourages us to look beyond the surface and to consider the
complex stories that lie within each individual.

The Empathy of Berger's Portraits

One of the most striking aspects of Berger's portraits is their empathy.
Berger has a deep understanding of the human condition, and this empathy
is evident in his portraits. He is able to capture the vulnerability, resilience,
and hope that coexist within each individual.

Berger's empathy is not limited to those he knows personally. He also
creates portraits of individuals from different cultures and backgrounds,
demonstrating his belief that all humans share a common bond. In his
portrait of the Palestinian refugee, Saida, Berger captures the pain and
suffering of displacement while also highlighting her strength and
resilience.

Social Commentary in Berger's Portraits

Berger's portraits are not only explorations of individual identity but also
social commentaries. Through his portraits, Berger sheds light on social
issues, such as poverty, inequality, and the refugee crisis. His portraits
often depict individuals who have been marginalized by society, giving
them a voice and a presence.



In his portrait of the migrant worker, Mohamed, Berger highlights the
exploitation and mistreatment that migrant workers often face. Mohamed's
eyes, filled with both pain and determination, speak volumes about the
challenges he has endured. Berger's portraits challenge us to confront the
social injustices that exist in our world and to work towards a more just
society.

John Berger's portraits are a powerful and moving tribute to the human
condition. Through his empathetic lens, Berger captures the essence of
individuals, revealing the complexities and vulnerabilities that make us
human. His portraits invite us to engage with others on a deeper level, to
understand their stories, and to work towards a more just and
compassionate world.
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