
Sick Puppy Skink: An Examination of Carl
Hiaasen's Environmental Advocacy Through
Satire
Carl Hiaasen's Sick Puppy Skink is a satirical novel that explores the
environmental issues facing Florida. Through humor and exaggeration,
Hiaasen shines a light on the greed, corruption, and apathy that are
threatening the state's natural resources.
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Environmental Themes

Sick Puppy Skink is set in the fictional town of Estero, Florida, a place
where developers are running rampant and the environment is taking a
backseat to profit. The novel follows the story of Amos Tuck, an
environmental activist who is trying to save a rare skink from extinction.
Amos's efforts are met with resistance from the town's mayor, a corrupt
developer, and a group of anti-environmentalists.
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Through Amos's story, Hiaasen explores a number of environmental
themes, including:

The destruction of habitat

The importance of endangered species

The role of corruption in environmental degradation

The apathy of the public towards environmental issues

Satirical Techniques

Hiaasen uses a variety of satirical techniques to convey his environmental
message. These techniques include:

Exaggeration: Hiaasen exaggerates the actions of his characters to
make a point. For example, the mayor of Estero is so corrupt that he is
willing to kill a rare skink to protect his own interests.

Irony: Hiaasen uses irony to highlight the absurdity of the
environmental situation in Florida. For example, the name of the town,
Estero, is ironic because it means "fertile land" in Spanish, but the
town is actually being destroyed by development.

Satire: Hiaasen uses satire to criticize the greed, corruption, and
apathy that are threatening Florida's environment. For example, he
creates a character named Skink, a corrupt developer who is willing to
do anything to make a profit.

Hiaasen's Environmental Advocacy

Through his use of satire, Hiaasen is able to raise awareness of
environmental issues and advocate for change. Sick Puppy Skink is a



powerful reminder of the importance of protecting our natural resources
and fighting against the greed and corruption that are threatening them.

Sick Puppy Skink is a well-written and engaging novel that explores the
important issue of environmentalism. Through his use of satire, Hiaasen is
able to raise awareness of the threats facing Florida's environment and
advocate for change. The novel is a valuable contribution to the
environmental literature and is sure to inspire readers to take action to
protect our planet.
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Emergence First Colony: a Ken Lozito
Masterpiece
Nestled amidst the pristine coastal landscapes of Boynton Beach,
Florida, Emergence First Colony stands as a testament to the visionary...

Afterlight: In Search of Poetry, History, and
Home
Prologue: The Call of the Open Road In the heart of every traveler lies a
longing for something more&mdash;a...
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