
The True Story of a Blind Man, His Guide Dog,
and the Triumph of Trust at Ground Zero
In the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks, amidst the chaos and devastation,
emerged a poignant story of courage, resilience, and the unbreakable bond
between a man and his guide dog.

Michael Hingson, a blind computer programmer, was working on the 78th
floor of the North Tower when the first plane struck. Amidst the confusion
and panic, his guide dog, Roselle, guided him through the smoke and
debris, down 78 flights of stairs, and to safety.
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A Lifetime of Trust

Michael and Roselle had been inseparable for years. Roselle had been
trained at the Guiding Eyes for the Blind in Yorktown Heights, New York,
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and had become Michael's constant companion, providing him with
independence and mobility.

On that fateful morning, as the building shook and crumbled around them,
Michael's trust in Roselle never wavered. Despite the darkness and the
chaos, Roselle remained calm and focused, leading Michael to safety.

The Journey Down

The descent from the 78th floor was a perilous undertaking. The air was
thick with smoke and debris, and the stairs were littered with broken glass
and twisted metal.

Michael and Roselle took each step slowly and cautiously, with Michael
relying heavily on Roselle's guidance. Roselle knew how to navigate the
obstacles and avoid the dangers that lurked around every corner.

As they made their way down, Michael could hear the sounds of the
building collapsing around them. Concrete crumbled, fires roared, and the
air grew heavy with the pungent smell of burning metal.

A Beacon of Hope

Amidst the chaos and despair, Michael and Roselle became a symbol of
hope and determination. Their presence brought comfort to those who
witnessed their journey, reminding people of the strength of the human
spirit.

Firefighters and rescue workers, witnessing Michael and Roselle's bond,
helped guide them through the final stages of their descent.



Triumph at Ground Zero

Finally, after enduring hours of darkness and uncertainty, Michael and
Roselle emerged from the wreckage into the open air. They had made it to
safety, thanks to Roselle's unwavering loyalty and their unbreakable bond.

Their arrival at Ground Zero was met with cheers and tears of joy. Michael
was hailed as a hero, and Roselle was praised for her extraordinary
courage and compassion.

Legacy and Inspiration

Michael Hingson's story is a testament to the power of trust, the resilience
of the human spirit, and the exceptional bond between a man and his guide
dog.

In the years since 9/11, Michael has become an advocate for people with
disabilities and a symbol of hope for those who have overcome challenges.

Roselle, who passed away in 2011 at the age of 13, continues to be
remembered as a hero and an inspiration. Her unwavering loyalty and
courage have left an enduring legacy of trust and compassion.
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