
Whispered Promises: An Anthology of the
Madaris Family Saga
Whispered Promises is an anthology of interconnected short stories that
chronicle the lives of the Madaris family over generations. Set against the
backdrop of the American Civil War, the stories explore themes of love,
loss, and the enduring power of family.
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The Madaris family is a close-knit clan of farmers and merchants who live
in the small town of Willow Creek, Virginia. When the war breaks out, the
family is torn apart as the brothers enlist on opposite sides of the conflict.
The stories follow the family members as they navigate the challenges of
war, both on the battlefield and at home. They must grapple with the loss of
loved ones, the horrors of combat, and the difficult choices that war forces
them to make.
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Despite the hardships they face, the Madaris family remains strong and
united. They find solace in each other and in their shared memories. The
stories in Whispered Promises are ultimately a celebration of the power of
family and the resilience of the human spirit.

Characters

The Madaris family is a large and diverse cast of characters. Each story in
the anthology focuses on a different family member, giving readers a
glimpse into their unique experiences and perspectives.

John Madaris is the patriarch of the family. He is a kind and loving
father who is deeply affected by the war.

Sarah Madaris is John's wife. She is a strong and resourceful woman
who holds the family together during the war.

Thomas Madaris is the eldest son. He is a brave and compassionate
soldier who fights for the Union.

William Madaris is the second son. He is a rebellious and reckless
spirit who fights for the Confederacy.

Mary Madaris is the only daughter. She is a kind and caring young
woman who falls in love with a Union soldier.

Themes

Whispered Promises explores a variety of themes, including:

Love: The stories in the anthology are full of love, both romantic and
familial. The Madaris family is a close-knit clan, and the stories show



how their love for each other helps them to overcome the challenges of
war.

Loss: The war takes a heavy toll on the Madaris family. They lose
loved ones, both on the battlefield and at home. The stories explore
the grief and pain of loss, and how the Madaris family members cope
with it.

Family: The Madaris family is the heart of the anthology. The stories
show how the family members support each other through the
challenges of war. They also show how the family's shared history and
traditions help to keep them connected.

Setting

The stories in Whispered Promises are set against the backdrop of the
American Civil War. The war is a major force in the lives of the Madaris
family, and it shapes the events of the stories. The stories show the impact
of the war on both the battlefield and at home.

The Madaris family lives in the small town of Willow Creek, Virginia. Willow
Creek is a typical American town, with a mix of farmers, merchants, and
craftsmen. The war disrupts the peace of Willow Creek, and the town
becomes a battleground for both the Union and Confederate armies.

Reception

Whispered Promises has received critical acclaim for its beautiful writing,
compelling characters, and thought-provoking themes. The anthology has
been praised by readers and critics alike for its honest and moving
portrayal of the American Civil War.



Whispered Promises is a must-read for anyone interested in historical
fiction, family drama, or the American Civil War. It is a powerful and moving
story that will stay with readers long after they have finished reading it.

About the Author

Whispered Promises is written by award-winning author Sarah Madaris.
Madaris is a lifelong Virginian and a direct descendant of the Madaris
family who lived in Willow Creek during the Civil War. She has spent years
researching her family history, and Whispered Promises is a fictionalized
account of the stories she has uncovered.

Madaris is a graduate of the University of Virginia and the Iowa Writers'
Workshop. She is the author of several novels and short stories, including
the critically acclaimed novel The Fire Line.
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Nestled amidst the pristine coastal landscapes of Boynton Beach,
Florida, Emergence First Colony stands as a testament to the visionary...

Afterlight: In Search of Poetry, History, and
Home
Prologue: The Call of the Open Road In the heart of every traveler lies a
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